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Advocating for Kids

Dr. Tom Patterson - Article and Spanish PSA 
Check out your AAP News 2026 March magazine featuring our own Tom Patterson and our Idaho Chapter vaccine 
grant work (link below).  Also, we have included the link to hear the Spanish PSA Dr Patterson recorded. 
 
AAP Article: 
https://apnews.com/article/babies-newborns-pediatricians-vitamin-k-hepatitis-b-erythromycin-
9126463f0cb38b9778fb77bc0d071776?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=share 

 
Spanish PSA: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aXNhoRaHJaXD8QIbeNzGSxrHEe6LaVeF/view?usp=sharing 
 
  

Spotlight on a Chapter Member 

Welcome to New Members  
Andrew Racine – AAP Current President 
 
Andrew Bressler   John Burk  Theodore Gross   Jose Pena 
 
Medical Students:   
Jordan Capps   Elijah Gregory  Kylie Haas 
 
 
 
 

https://apnews.com/article/babies-newborns-pediatricians-vitamin-k-hepatitis-b-erythromycin-9126463f0cb38b9778fb77bc0d071776?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=share
https://apnews.com/article/babies-newborns-pediatricians-vitamin-k-hepatitis-b-erythromycin-9126463f0cb38b9778fb77bc0d071776?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=share
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aXNhoRaHJaXD8QIbeNzGSxrHEe6LaVeF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aXNhoRaHJaXD8QIbeNzGSxrHEe6LaVeF/view?usp=sharing


collinlu@slhs.org 
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Spotlight on a Chapter Member (cont.) 

AAP Chapter Champions Recruitment:  Senior Member 
National AAP is requiting a Senior Member Chapter Champion, and has asked the state executive directors to 
nominate a candidate.  Please review the information below about the position and consider this opportunity.  If 
you have an interest, please contact Sherry Iverson at sherrydeeiverson@gmail.com.  
 
Chapter Champion: 
* Roles and Responsibilities: The Senior Member Chapter Champion serves as a vital representative, attending 

at least 80% of meetings and actively contributing to committees and events. They provide the senior member 
perspective on chapter programs, foster engagement among new members, and collaborate with senior 
member champions to strengthen involvement. Champions also serve as liaisons to the Section on Senior 
Members (SOSM) and author one annual article for AAP or chapter publications to highlight initiatives. 

 
* Meetings: Virtual sessions will be held quarterly for one hour, focusing on national and chapter updates, 

resource sharing, and cross chapter collaboration. 
 
* Term: Each chapter champion term is 2 years, with the possibility of renewal for a subsequent term. The term 

will begin on May 1, 2026 and end on April 30, 2028. 
 
AAP National staff will Provide resources for chapter calls, schedule and coordinate Chapter Champion meetings, 
take high-level notes during each meeting, and support ongoing collaboration between national leadership and 
chapter champions. These responsibilities ensure consistent communication, an organized workflow, and 
alignment across national and chapter-level initiatives. 
 
Questions can be directed to Senior Member Chapter Champion program staff. 
 
Learn more about all active Chapter Champion programs on the Chapter and District Leadership collaboration 
site (AAP login required). 
 
 
 

Social Media Update 

Social Media Snapshot:  March 

Spring has officially sprung, and so has our engagement!                 
 
In March, we gained 113 new followers, bringing our total to 385. We reached more than 24,900 views and connected 
with over 7,800 accounts on Instagram. Compared to February, this marks a significant increase in visibility, with nearly 
10,000 more views and almost double the number of accounts reached. 
 
A major highlight was the success of our paid vaccine-related posts. These boosted posts continue to play an important 
role in increasing visibility, driving engagement, and ensuring that trusted, evidence-based information reaches more 
Idaho families. We will continue prioritizing boosted vaccine content to support education and expand our reach. 
 
April is shaping up to be a meaningful month filled with important topics and opportunities for educational content for 
Idaho families. 
 
Here’s what’s coming up: 

•   Safety Sundays continue each week, with the first and last Sundays dedicated to SIDS awareness and suicide 
prevention. 

•   Child Abuse Prevention Month content will highlight support, awareness, and resources for families. 
•   Ongoing vaccine education, national awareness days, and seasonal safety reminders. 
•   Celebrations of World Health Day and National Public Health Week,  

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:collinlu@slhs.org
mailto:sherrydeeiverson@gmail.com
mailto:ECPSRChapterChamp@aap.org
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=feq1er5ZlcT9wQO_QRIsQw~~&pe=vr31poNZrxw6_PVJTJX2XuH69Gk-t-bhgSl0sb8xBUUvVPuB3Kfett3F-2PjajocEknvzsDuyy9lMY-t-6Ca9w~~&t=varxL2GDaR6rfYkm8TkR9g~~
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=feq1er5ZlcT9wQO_QRIsQw~~&pe=vr31poNZrxw6_PVJTJX2XuH69Gk-t-bhgSl0sb8xBUUvVPuB3Kfett3F-2PjajocEknvzsDuyy9lMY-t-6Ca9w~~&t=varxL2GDaR6rfYkm8TkR9g~~
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Social Media Update (cont.) 

If you come across a high-quality, credible post that aligns with our mission, feel free to send it my way. I’m always 
happy to share relevant content in our stories and feed. 
 

And finally, Hoppy April!                        
I hope you all have wonderful Easter celebrations (if you celebrate), and I am excited to see what this next month brings 
for our chapter and our community. 

 

            If you haven’t followed our social media, hop on over to: 
 
Instagram: @idahoaapediatrics 
Facebook: Idaho Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
 
Isabel Edwards 
Email: izzoblue10@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events 

AHRQ Webinar:  AAP PROS & Practice-Based Research Networks 
Register Now for AHRQ Webinar - Practice-Based Research Networks: The Value of Research in Real Primary 
Care Practices 

Join AHRQ’s National Center for Excellence in Primary Care Research (NCEPCR) for a webinar - Practice-Based 
Research Networks: The Value of Research in Real Primary Care Practices, on April 9 from 2:00 - 3:30 PM 
ET. In this webinar, hear key findings from AHRQ’s Primary Care Practice-Based Research Networks Publications, 
2014–2023: Synthesis Report. Three PBRN researchers will share information about their research network and 
the kinds of research they conduct. They will also discuss the value and impact of PBRN research. There will be a 
Q&A. 

Moderator:  Sebastian Tong, MD, MPH (University of Washington; WWAMI Region (Washington, Wyoming, 
Alaska, Montana, and Idaho) Practice & Research Network (WPRN) 

Presenters: 
Asta Sorensen, MA, Strategic Planning and Evaluation Consultant; North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services 
 
Melinda Davis, PhD, MCR, Oregon Health & Science University; Oregon Rural Practice-based Research Network 
(ORPRN) 
 
Alexander G. Fiks, MD, MSCE, FAAP, American Academy Pediatrics; AAP Pediatric Research in Office Settings 
(AAP PROS PBRN) 
 
Jacqueline Britz, MD, MPH, Virginia Commonwealth University; Virginia Ambulatory Care Outcomes Research 
Network (ACORN PBRN) 

Advance registration is required: Register Now. 

Donna Harris, MA – PROS Project Specialist 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
dlharris@aap.org  

  

  

  

Donna Harris, MA 

https://abtassociates.webex.com/weblink/register/r3ba62bc32187d382cd045598eb07e86b
https://abtassociates.webex.com/weblink/register/r3ba62bc32187d382cd045598eb07e86b
mailto:dlharris@aap.org
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Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events (cont.) 

April – National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
April is Strengthening Families Month with the color blue and pinwheels representing awareness of child abuse 
and prevention.  Some simple ways to participate include: 
 
* Display pinwheels in your clinic or outside in a pinwheel garden. 
* Wear blue once a week or definitely on April 8 which is the statewide awareness day. 
* Check out local activities for families by visiting Idaho Children’s Trust Fund website. 
If you are interested in pinwheels or window clings for your clinic, please contact Sherry Iverson at 

sherrydeeiverson@gmail.com. 

Strong Families, Safe Kids Fair 

 

 

mailto:sherrydeeiverson@gmail.com


  

Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events (cont.) 

Save the Date!  2026 Pediatric Emergency Medicine Conference 
 

 

 

Save the Date!  Idaho Immunization Summit 2026 
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Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events (cont.) 

43rd Annual Conference on Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
  

  
 
For additional information or to register, go to: 
43rd Annual Vail Brochure_Final_ 03252026 

Page 6 of 10 

https://ce.childrenscolorado.org/sites/default/files/course/2026-03/43rd%20Annual%20Vail%20Brochure_Final_%2003252026.pdf


 

  

Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events (cont.) 

Save the Date!  AAP 4th Annual Firearm Injury Prevention Symposium Webinar  
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Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events (cont.) 

Save the Date!  AAP 4th Annual Firearm Injury Prevention Symposium Webinar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional information:  AAP Experience: National Conference & Exhibition – October 2-6, 2026 
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https://aapexperience.org/


 

  

Upcoming Educational Opportunities/Meetings/Events (cont.) 

Idaho Oral Health Alliance (IOHA):  2026 Idaho Rural Health Conference 
 

Registration is live for the 2026 Idaho Rural Health Conference.  

When: April 29-30, 2026 

Where: The Riverside Hotel, Boise 

Who: Representatives/Providers from Critical Access Hospitals, Rural Health Clinics; Rural Emergency Hospitals, Oral Health 

Professionals, other healthcare professionals 

What: This conference is designed to convene providers, leaders, and partners to share perspectives, strengthen 

collaboration, and access resources that support community-led approaches. Full meeting agenda.  

 

Oral Health Highlights: 

- Dr. Paul Glassmann on Concentric Circles of Care in Community-Engaged Oral Health Systems 

- Angie Bailey & Sam Semple-Kenney to Review the Latest Idaho 3rd Grade Smile Survey 

- Taleah Bankos-Jacobsen on Community Health Workers and Oral Health 

- Facilitated discussions on workforce and access issues in oral health 

 

Travel Assistance: There is funding to support travel costs for oral health partners. Please reach out to Sam Semple-Kenney 

for information. sam.semplekenney@dhw.idaho.gov 

 

Register now!! 

 

Jennifer Wheeler 

Executive Director 

Idaho Oral Health Alliance 

208-994-9058 

jwheeler@idahooralhealth.org 

www.idahooralhealth.org 

 

 

Early Career Leadership Institute 

Apply now for the Early Career Leadership Institute 

 

The new Early Career Leadership Institute (ECLI) treats leadership as skill-building — not theory — using practice-based 

learning, real-world scenarios and cohort accountability to help early career pediatricians grow faster together. In 10 

months, participants will build career clarity, executive presence and systems-level insight while developing across four 

dimensions: strategic thinking, emotional regulation, embodied leadership and purpose. Click here to explore the 

curriculum, learn what to expect, and apply by April 27. 
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https://form.123formbuilder.com/6927331/2026-idaho-rural-healthcare-conference-registration-form
https://form.123formbuilder.com/6927331/2026-idaho-rural-healthcare-conference-registration-form
https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=36008&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS&cr&cr
mailto:sam.semplekenney@dhw.idaho.gov
https://form.123formbuilder.com/6927331/2026-idaho-rural-healthcare-conference-registration-form
mailto:jwheeler@idahooralhealth.org
http://www.idahooralhealth.org/
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=feq1er5ZlcT9wQO_QRIsQw~~&pe=wjatnRfsJ4Ak3KU1lRdZ26r9MvNq71foZDtIemG9XeMWy5n9EwjMdERLrZOssnrTqiUNdxNs15_1h1nXtBX69g~~&t=ykit_e7SQnQRTOIriMUJVw~~
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=feq1er5ZlcT9wQO_QRIsQw~~&pe=wjatnRfsJ4Ak3KU1lRdZ26r9MvNq71foZDtIemG9XeMWy5n9EwjMdERLrZOssnrTqiUNdxNs15_1h1nXtBX69g~~&t=ykit_e7SQnQRTOIriMUJVw~~
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Book Corner 

Mother (Goose) Bruce by Ryan T. Higgins 
 
Curmudgeonly Bruce and his devoted goslings will win readers over,  
especially as Bruce grows to love the geese against his better judgment. 

 
 

Resources  

WIC Medical Documentation Form (MDF) Updates and Tools for Providers 
April 1st, 2026, the Idaho WIC program will update our Medical Documentation Form (MDF), due to recent federal 
WIC food package changes. This form is used when WIC participants require medically needed changes to their 
WIC food packages or the use of an exempt/therapeutic formula or nutritional. This form is federally required and 
allows WIC to provide a variety of exempt/therapeutic formulas and nutritional products with the help of your 
offices. There are two versions of the MDF being shared, a paper and/or a fillable PDF. The updated versions are 
attached and our website will be updated April 1st, 2026 here with these new versions. We have also provided an 
instructional video on using the updated form at https://youtu.be/lmRBrpllNxw. 

Please reach out to WICNutrition@dhw.idaho.gov if you have any questions. 

Thank you for taking such excellent care of our WIC families. 

WIC Nutrition Team 
Division of Public Health | Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 
208-514-5761 NT Phone 
 

Vaccines Are My Super Power Tee Shirts Reminder 
Just a reminder that the recent grant funded a tee shirt for each one of our chapter members.  To receive your free 
tee shirt, please e-mail Marilyn at idahoaap@gmail.com (you should be able to respond to the newsletter email) 
with your name, tee shirt size and mailing address.  We also have a limited supply of super hero bow ties.  Please 
let Marilyn know if you would like a bow tie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our plan was to have your clinic staff wear these tee shirts maybe one day a week.  We also have stickers available 
with “Vaccines give me super powers” that you can order to give to the kids in your practice.  Practices can order 
50 sticker bundles (up to 500 stickers) for free. 

We have been working with Brigade Screen Printing to supply tee shirts for your office staff. There are two options 
with grey or white shirts in long or short sleeve.  To order shirts for your clinic, please visit https://brigade-screen-
printing.printavo.com/merch/aap/. 

 

https://publicdocuments.dhw.idaho.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=4461&dbid=0&repo=PUBLIC-DOCUMENTS
https://youtu.be/lmRBrpllNxw
mailto:WICNutrition@dhw.idaho.gov
mailto:idahoaap@gmail.com
https://brigade-screen-printing.printavo.com/merch/aap/
https://brigade-screen-printing.printavo.com/merch/aap/

